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The Beatles were a British rock and pop band, consisting of John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison und Ringo Starr. The band belongs to the commercial most successful bands of the 20th century. 
The band found to their distinctive style in Hamburg, where they performed everyday in August 1960. At that time, they created the appearance of the group concerning clothes and hairstyles. The Beatles-haircut, the so-called mop-top, was designed by the German photographer Jürgen Vollmer. 
The first official Beatles- album Please Please Me was recorded within twelve hours only. Predominantly songs of their live-repertoire were used. It was released in 1963 and climbed up to the tops of the British charts, like all their following records until 1970. 
Still the same year the single From Me To You was sold for 650 000 times. It was the beginning of an impressive string of successes: Until February 1967, the Beatles conquered with their singles the first place of the British charts without exception.
 She Loves You, released in 1963, became the most-sold British single to the date; 1.6 million singles have been sold. The song Yesterday, from 1965, belongs to the most famous pop songs of the history of music until today. The song was recorded by McCartney and was accompanied solely by a string quartet. Hey Jude, from 1968 was composed by McCartney too and became the most famous Beatles single in general. 
With the steady increasing degree of popularity and the ecstatic adoration by female fans the public performances became huge events. The band only could get to the concert with strong police protection. The hysteria got its own name: “Beatlemania”.
Lennon, McCartney, Harrison and Starr refused to appear in the USA until they were represented in the US charts. 1964 they reached the first place with I Want to Hold Your Hand. On the 15th August 1965, the group performed in the sold out Shea Stadium in New York and had with 55.600 viewers the biggest life-concert of their career. It was the first time that a pop group played in an open stadium and till then the biggest paying crowd at a concert. The noise level of the female fans during the 30-minutes show was as high that neither the viewers nor the band could hear the music. 
With the album Revolver, released in 1966, the Beatles broke new ground concerning sound and instrumental frequency range. Songs like Eleanor Rigby, Good Day Sunshine, I’m Only Sleeping, For No One and Tomorrow Never Knows, partly produced under the influence of drugs, were enriched with classic elements and studio working.  As well in 1966, a comment of John Lennon of a former interview was published after what the Beatles were "more popular than Jesus now". The consequences were nerve-racking press conferences, public burning of records and demonstrations. 
In autumn 1966, the band had a radical change of their image. John Lennon got the mop-top timed for the film How I Won the War. Their suits of the life shows were things of the past and were replaced by colourful clothes. 
Again and again, the members made headlines because of drug consumption. 1967 Paul McCartney admitted during an interview the consumption of LSD. 
1967, the shooting for the film Magical Mystery Tour began, a comedy by the idea of Paul McCartney. The film was completely produced without scripts. A short time after the world premiere the film got torn apart of critics and the press. It was the first flop of the Beatles. About that time, the troubles between the members began. In 1966, John Lennon got to know Yoko Ono. This relationship had a negative effect on the co-operation Lennon’s with the other Beatles, because Ono wanted to be present at all studio recordings of the group. 
In 1969, the music-documentation Get Back was produced. By the idea of Paul McCartney, the group should be observed by cameras at a production of a new album and the composition of a life-show. 
On 30th January 1969, the Beatles gave their last public open-air concert on the roof of the Apple Corps in London. As a result of a chaos on the roads and protests of residents because of disturbance the show was broken up after 42 minutes by the police. 
Despite personal and business differences, the Beatles started with the recordings for a new album. For their album Abbey Road, they were the last time together in the studio on the 20th August 1969. 
On 20th May 1970, was the world premiere of McCartneys film Let it be and one year later he received an Oscar for the best film music.  

On 10th April 1970, Paul McCartney sent a comment to the British press, in which he announced the separation of the Beatles. 
After this solo effort Paul McCartney’s the relation between him and the rest of the members was destroyed.
None of the members of the Beatles was present at the world premiere of the film. McCartney sued the other Ex-Beatles for termination of their business connection. The process ended on the 12th March 1971, in favour of McCartney. 
Despite the Beatles’ separation, John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison und Ringo Starr stayed in the 1970s in loose contact, but a meeting of all together did not occur anymore. The record contract with the company EMI (Electric & Musical Industries) ended.  The Beatles got a 7-digit sum offered for their reunification.
On 8th December 1980, the 40 year old John Lennon got shot in front of his house in New York by a mentally disordered fan. 
In 1985, the business debates between the Ex-Beatles flared up again. The same year, the rights of all 251 Lennon/McCartney compositions were bought by Michael Jackson for 47,5 million dollar.
In October 1987, McCartney, Harrison and Starr reached agreement during a meeting in London at a realisation of the project The Beatles Anthology. Five years later, the shooting for the documentation started. The Ex-Beatles told their own history in interviews which were lasting several hours. The belonging album Anthology reached the top of the US charts and was the first new Beatles single since 25 years. 
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The successors Anthology 2 and 3 as well reached the top of the charts world-wide. Consequently, the Beatles are the only group which reached for three times the top of the US charts within twelve months. 
The Beatles got immortalised with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame as well as they were taken into the UK Music Hall of Fame. They got decorated with the Order of the British Empire. In 1979, Paul McCartney was noted in the Guinness World Records as the “most successful composer of all ages”. In 1994, John Lennon posthumously got taken into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 
In 2000, the Beatles returned up to the top of the charts in 24 countries with their Greatest Hits-Album 1.
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In 2001 a further member died: As a result of cancer, George Harrison died on 29th November 2001in Los Angeles. 

At a charity concert, on 4th April 2009, in the Radio City Music Hall, New York City, Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr performed together on stage again. 
Shortly after, it was reported that Paul McCartney und Ringo Starr want to work together musically. This year, a new album still shall be completed. 
Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Beatles
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